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The Right Energy Partnership with Indigenous Peoples
OVERVIEW
While representing only 5% of the global population, indigenous peoples make up a staggering one third of the world’s 900 million extremely poor rural people. Given that the rural poor form the bulk of those without access to energy, indigenous people are a critical demographic that needs to be put at the centre of the global dialogue on energy if SDG 7 on ensuring access to energy for all is to be achieved.
Despite this fact, indigenous peoples suffer invisibility when it comes to our understanding of energy access. There is little disaggregated data on indigenous peoples’ access to. Major reports from initiatives aligned with SDG 7 either don’t mention, or only superficially refer to, indigenous peoples and fail to examine their unique challenges as a distinct group. 

At the same time, indigenous territories host renewable energy projects without the respect for the rights of indigenous peoples to their lands and resources, and lack of meaningful consultation and consent by indigenous peoples. These projects have resulted in conflicts, displacements, destruction of livelihoods, and have violated indigenous peoples’ rights and undermined their self-determined development. 
To avoid this, activities to implement SDG 7 and promote renewable energy under the Paris Agreement and other initiatives, should adhere to existing international human rights laws and norms relating to indigenous peoples. The two main international instruments that explicitly define indigenous peoples’ rights under international law, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and the ILO Convention No. 169, should guide sustainable energy related activities.
LACK OF INDIGENOUS INCLUSION IN CURRENT ENERGY PARTNERSHIPS
SDG 17 “recognizes multi-stakeholder partnerships as important vehicles for mobilising and sharing knowledge, expertise, technologies and financial resources to support the achievement of the sustainable development goals in all countries, particularly developing countries”. 

There are a number of existing national and international energy-focused partnerships centered on the SDG 7, including the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL) partnership. With the exception of the “People-Centered Accelerator” of SE4ALL, very recently launched at the UNFCCC COP23 in November 2017, the majority of these partnerships appear to be multi-lateral and government led with a strong emphasis on partnerships with the private sector. There is rarely much attention on active and substantive partnerships with local civil society and almost no mention of indigenous peoples. 

THE RIGHT ENERGY PARTNERSHIP with Indigenous Peoples
Given these unique and significant challenges, the Indigenous Peoples’ Major Group on the SDGs is developing the multi-stakeholder Right Energy Partnership (REP) with indigenous peoples  
The goals of the Partnership will be to:

· Ensure that renewable energy projects are fully aligned with the respect and protection of human rights; and

· Provide at least 50 million indigenous peoples access to renewable energy by 2030 that is developed and managed in ways that are consistent with their self-determined needs and development aspirations.
This will be done through: 

1. Ensuring the protection of rights to prevent the adverse impacts of renewable energy development on indigenous communities 

2. Empowering indigenous communities in their self-determined sustainable development, specifically with regards to access to appropriate renewable energy with equitable community benefits; and

3. Strengthening knowledge exchange, solidarity and collaboration between indigenous peoples and other actors to contribute towards the goals of the Partnership.

PARTNERSHIP PRINCIPLES

The Partnership and all participating partners must adhere to the following principles and values:

· Respect and uphold human rights, including uphold the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the collective rights of indigenous peoples and the right of indigenous people to free, prior and informed consent (FPIC).

· Equitable benefit sharing and the promotion of equity. This includes a focus on actions that support the poor and not only wealthier community members who are better placed to participate and benefit from actions. Activities supported by the Partnership shouldn’t create wealth and power gaps in the community and ensure that those further left behind are clearly targeted to include indigenous persons with disabilities, the elderly, and young people, among others

· Full inclusion and empowerment of indigenous women. This is a core objective of the Partnership and activities must have a strong gender focus to ensure the perspectives, concerns and aspirations of indigenous women are accounted for and they become key actors and beneficiaries.

· Respect and promotion of self-determined sustainable development. Activities will be focused on ensuring broad gains in self-determined sustainable development and livelihood that is culturally sensitive. This includes the holistic approach of indigenous peoples in addressing poverty, food insecurity and the overall wellbeing of indigenous peoples in the achievement of inter-related goals for sustainable development.  

· Full participation and empowerment of indigenous communities. The Partnership will prioritise participatory approaches with a focus on community-led and -centred renewable energy and ensure that the poorest and most marginalized members of the community are included, such as persons with disabilities, elderly and young people, among others.

· Uphold indigenous leadership of the Partnership as a critical principle. By putting the target beneficiaries in the centre of designing and leading in solutions, there is a much higher chance of the Partnership being effective in reaching its goals. Furthermore, the traditional knowledge and innovation of indigenous peoples on the ground must be recognised and promoted in the implementation of SDG 7 and the Paris Agreement. 

· Transparency, accountability and mutual respect must be the cornerstone of a partnership between indigenous peoples and other stakeholders to ensure that the Partnership can engender trust and positive, generative working relationships between different stakeholders. Additionally, indigenous stakeholders must uphold principles of transparency and accountability to build trust in the Partnership’s activities.

POTENTIAL ACTIVITIES

Activity Area 1: Ensure the protection of rights to prevent the adverse impacts renewable energy development on indigenous communities. 

Indigenous peoples continue to have their rights systematically upheld through energy planning and development processes, with big utilities, governments and private companies side-lining their human rights. Some renewable energy projects have negative impacts on communities and are not being implemented in a manner that respects their rights to their lands and resources and to their free, prior and informed consent (FPIC). Potential Activities:
· Develop and promote policy recommendations for ensuring indigenous peoples rights are respected in energy developments.

· Provide technical support, capacity building, advocacy and solidarity support for communities that are threatened by renewable energy projects and projects to expand energy access. 

· Monitor, document and share information on how indigenous peoples are being impacted negatively by renewable energy projects and projects to expand energy access.

· Develop position papers and policy guidance focused on communities likely to be at risk in advance of possible developments, for instance the mounting interest in expanding hydropower in Asia makes this a potential hotspot to focus on.

· Facilitate direct dialogue between impacted indigenous groups and actors involved in harmful projects (e.g., governments, multi-laterals, bi-laterals, private sector). 

· Facilitate access to grievance mechanisms by affected communities as appropriate.
· Support remediation and rehabilitation activities for communities that have already been impacted by renewable energy projects. 

Activity Area 2: Empower indigenous communities in their self-determined sustainable development, specifically with regards to access to appropriate renewable energy to deliver equitable benefits.
Millions of indigenous peoples do not have basic access to energy and there is a lack of capacity and knowledge in many communities to make an informed choice on what energy solutions can bring the most benefits and least harm to support their self-determined development. Additionally, indigenous-led innovative and powerful energy solutions are not well recorded, recognized and promoted. Potential activities:
· Support, promote and amplify efforts to reach indigenous peoples without access to energy to gain access to appropriate renewable energy.

· Provide technical support and capacity building for communities that are in the process of developing indigenous-led renewable energy solutions. 

· Support community-level pilot projects to build on and replicate best practice in indigenous-led sustainable energy solutions. 

· Collaborate with other partnerships, initiatives and activities focused on implementing SDG 7 and the renewable energy goals of the Paris Agreement to ensure that activities that may impact indigenous peoples follow best practice.

· Document and promote best practice and develop and promote policy recommendations for supporting indigenous-led and focused energy developments that maximise sustainable development co-benefits. 

Activity Area 3: Strengthen knowledge exchange, solidarity and collaboration between indigenous peoples and other actors to contribute towards the goals of the Partnership. 
Documenting and sharing knowledge and best practice between indigenous and non-indigenous partners can amplify the outputs of the Partnership. Potential Activities:

· Create a knowledge platform and support knowledge exchanges and collaboration between indigenous communities as well as with other stakeholders. 
· Develop targeted tools under a communications strategy to disseminate key messages, promote lessons learned and inspire further action.

· Carry out direct advocacy and policy influencing with relevant processes and initiatives.

Gender issues will be mainstreamed throughout the activities. This will include: emphasis on understanding the gender dimensions of negative and positive impacts; gender-based criteria to assess potential projects to be supported through the Partnership; gender specific recommendations and analysis for policy guidance and lessons learned documentation; and a gender track for activities towards knowledge exchange, solidarity and collaboration.

PARTNERS

The Partnership is open to different development actors and stakeholders provided they will commit to abide by the Partnership Principles as provided above and can make direct and concrete contributions in achieving the objectives and targets of the Partnership. As an open Partnership platform, those wishing to be part of this Partnership shall formally complete a Partnership form which will indicate their commitment to abide by the partnership principles and their concrete contribution that can be reported and verified on a regular basis. Partners may include, but are not limited to:

· Organisations and institutions working on indigenous peoples’ and human rights 
· UN Agencies, multi-lateral and bi-lateral agencies
· National and local governments
· Philanthropic institutions, foundations and funding agencies 
· Research institutions
· Human rights organisations and institutions  
· Advocate NGOs including those working on business and human rights, service NGOs, environment organisations, experts on renewable energy technologies
· Social Entrepreneur organisations and networks
· Private sector/renewable energy companies 
· Indigenous-led and other media

MANAGEMENT AND COORDINATION OF THE PARTNERSHIP
The Partnership will be led by indigenous peoples and initially overseen by a Steering Committee composed of members of the IPMG and other IP leaders selected for their experience in energy issues, their integrity and demonstrated commitment, and regional representativeness and balance.  The Steering Committee shall be accountable to the Global Coordinating Committee of the IPMG. Further, a Technical Secretariat shall be formed to manage and coordinate the day-to-day activities of the Partnership including in facilitating linkages and collaboration of partners to work together at the local, national, regional and global levels. 

The Partnership shall prepare a consolidated report of its achievements, gaps and lessons learned every two years and will be submitted to the Partnership Exchange of the High Level Political Forum of the SDGs.
The Partnership will need to ensure that its approach and activities are led by the real concerns facing indigenous peoples at the local level through a system of engagement, coordination and collaboration with local, national and regional indigenous organisations and networks. It will be important to ensure there are concrete activities and issues to engage indigenous communities and organisations by other partners as appropriate in line with the Partnership objectives, principles and values.
SELECTING COUNTRIES FOR THE PILOT PHASE
The Pilot Phase of the Partnership (2018-2020) will include support to pilot projects in select countries. Funding for the pilot projects may come from the Partnership’s fundraising efforts, or projects that already have funding may be included in the Partnership’s Pilot Phase and benefit from/contribute to technical support and knowledge exchanges via the Partnership. Criteria for identifying possible countries where pilot projects could be based are listed below.  
· Community need for support:  communities in the countries selected have a critical need for support (e.g.  rights are threatened by energy projects; no access to energy/renewable energy)
· Likelihood of being targeted by SDG 7 related initiatives: These are communities in countries that are already experiencing or likely to experience attention and investment in renewable energy. 

· Capacity to engage:  existing organisational capacity to engage effectively in pilot phase (e.g. strong local institution/organisation/s; awareness of their rights; ability to implement own plans etc) 
· Regional and thematic representativeness: supported activities should cover broad enough number of regions and context/conditions, so that the Pilot Phase draws lessons and learning from a representative range of contexts.

Selected countries do not need to fulfill all criteria.  Below are the initial list of countries to be considered:
	Africa

· Democratic Republic of Congo

· Kenya
	Asia

· India

· Indonesia

· Philippines
	Latin America/Caribbean

· Brazil

· Colombia

· Mexico

· Nicaragua
	Oceania

· Pacific Island states (tbd)


In addition to this, the following developed countries could be included in the Pilot Phase:

· USA – due to the number of tribal institutions/governments already providing renewable energy to their communities.

· Australia and New Zealand – have communities with positive experiences that can be built on and shared.

This is an initial list that will be subject to further analysis and coordination.  Early activities will include a scoping study to establish: baseline data; indigenous community needs, opportunities and problems with renewable energy developments; assess potential forms of appropriate energy; potential partners and financing. 
#######
The Right Energy Partnership will make a unique contribution to the sustainable development agenda with these valuable and distinct features: 


Indigenous-led partnership related to the SDGs


Based on a rights-based framework – not “business as usual”


Focused on indigenous led solutions with equitable benefits reaching the poorest and marginalised


Empower indigenous women and communities 


Open, transparent and accountable
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