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For many Indigenous People, COVID-19 exacerbated pre-existing educational inequalities 
stemming from geography, the digital divide, and poverty, which are all connected to historic 
injustices including the denial of land rights and lack of self-determined development.[1]  
 
To build back better, Indigenous languages need to be present in local classrooms. Global 
research demonstrates that children who speak Indigenous languages not included in the 
school curriculum, exhibit lower levels of literacy and numeracy than their peers.[2] If the 
education sector is to be transformed to better contribute to building awareness and engage 
global citizens who can be change-makers,  UN Member States, as well as UN Country 
Offices, should take to steps to include Indigenous languages and cultural knowledge in 
formal education systems. This can be achieved  through language revitalization and mother 
tongue-based, multilingual education programs, in support of  Sustainable Development Goal 
4’s promise of inclusive, quality and equitable education for all (particularly targets 4.1, 4.5, 
4.6 and 4C and indicators 4.5.2, 4.5.3, 4.6.1 and 4.6.2)[3] and the educational objectives of 
UNESCO’s  International Decade of Indigenous Languages Global Action Plan (particularly 
outputs 1, 3 and 10).[4]    

We further recommend that member states endorse UNESCO’s Bangkok Statement on 
Language and Inclusion, giving special attention to the policy level and practical steps listed 
therein for integrating marginalized languages in the formal and informal sectors including in 
technical and non-technical sectors.s.[5] 

Indigenous peoples recognize the value of multilingualism and multiculturalism.  We further 
assert that our languages and cultures are an integral part of the global human heritage and 
we thus have the rights to “revitalize, use, develop and transmit” them to future 
generations.[6]  Our Indigenous knowledge has been simultaneously devalued and exploited 
by majority cultures, with devastating effects to our communities and the natural world.  The 
inclusion of Indigenous languages and cultures in the education system will have a positive 
impact on lifelong learning, while helping fulfill SDG 16’s vision to “Promote just, peaceful and 
inclusive societies.” 
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